
 
 
 

What Citizens Need to Know About World Affairs 
 

 
 
What Citizens Need to Know About World Affairs addresses select South Dakota Social 
Studies Content Standards for World Geography. 
 
9 – 12 World Geography Standards 
 
Students will: 
 
1. use maps, globes, and other geographic tools to acquire, process, and report information from 
a spatial perspective by selecting appropriate maps, map projections, and other graphic 
representations to analyze geographic problems; constructing maps using fundamental 
cartographic principles including translating narratives about places and events into graphic 
representations; interpreting maps and other geographic tools through the analysis of case studies 
and using data; and using geographic tools to represent and interpret the earth’s physical and 
human systems. 
 
2. develop knowledge of the earth to locate people, places, and environments by drawing a 
complex and accurate map from memory to answer questions about the location of human and 
physical features; identifying and locating physical and human features, in the student’s own and 
nearby communities, in the United States, and in regions of the world (e.g., rivers, mountains, 
regions, and countries); and analyzing maps of a certain location people have made from 
memory and compare to determine similarities and differences. 
 
3. know how to analyze the dynamic spatial organization of people, places, and environments by 
analyzing geographic information using a variety of scales – local, national, and international 
(e.g., growth issues in Sioux Falls, New York City, and Southeast Asia); analyzing patterns of 
distribution and arrangement of settlements; and analyzing patterns and processes of the 
diffusion of human activities. 
 
4. know the physical and human characteristics of places by analyzing human and physical 
characteristics that give a place meaning and significance, and describing the changing human 
and physical characteristics of places. 
 
5. know how and why people define regions by applying the concept of regions to organize the 
study of a geographic issue using multiple criteria, and analyzing changes in regions and 
recognizing the patterns of those changes (e.g., the Middle East has become a regions of 
economic importance to the United States). 

 
 



- Chapter 1 views the world from a spatial perspective.  
○ The division of the world by regions and man’s place in the universe is discussed. 
○ Access to political, physical, and climate maps is available through chapter links.  
○ The development of map projections, such as the Mercator, Robinson, and Peters  
    projection is traced. 
○ Blank outline maps are found in the Learning Tools feature. 
○ The varying world regions, geographic, climate, political, economic, religious and  
   language, are identified.  

 
 
6. know how culture and experience influence people’s perceptions of places and regions by 
analyzing why places and regions are important to human identity, comparing and contrasting 
how and why different groups in society view places and regions differently, and analyzing the 
ways places and regions reflect cultural change (e.g., the change in the use of the South Dakota 
prairie from grazing to cultivated crops). 
 
 

- Chapter 3 focuses on viewing the world from a cultural perspective. Access to web sites 
such as Exploring World Cultures and Taoism the Arts of China supplement chapter 
information. 

 
 
8. know the characteristics, location, distribution, and migration of human populations by 
analyzing reasons for variation in population distribution, analyzing the causes and types of 
human migration and its effects on places, evaluating trends and effects of world population 
numbers and patterns, and analyzing the physical and cultural patterns by analyzing how cultures 
shape numbers and patterns, and analyzing the physical and cultural impact of human migration. 
 
 

- Chapter 12 examines human population and migration. Migrations in History and 
World Population Information Home Page are examples of web sites linked to this 
chapter that provide timely information. 

 
 
9. know the nature and spatial distribution of cultural patterns by analyzing how cultures shape 
the character of a region, describing the processes of cultural diffusion, and describing the effect 
of technology on the development and change of cultures. 
 
 

- Chapter 6 discusses technology in the information age. People and Discoveries: 
Technology and the Invention Dimension supplement chapter information. 

 
 
10. know the patterns and networks of economic interdependence by comparing and contrasting 
the characteristics and distribution of economic systems; analyzing factors influencing economic 



interdependence of countries, including world trade; analyzing connections among local, 
regional, and world economies (e.g., transportation routes, movement patterns, and market 
areas); and analyzing how and why levels of economic development vary among places. 
 
 

- Chapter 4 examines the various economic ideologies. Access to the writings of Marx 
and Engels is available through a chapter link. 

- Chapter 8 focuses on trade, trading patterns, and the effects of trade on economies. 
Related articles include: “Oil as a Weapon: An Embargo Won’t Work This Time 
Around,” “Leaders Gather in Alberta for Group of Eight Summit,” and “Makings of a 
Trade World.” 

 
 
11. know the processes, patterns, and functions of human settlement by explaining the causes 
and effects of urbanization (e.g., rural-to-urban migration leads to urbanization), comparing and 
contrasting the differing characteristics of settlement in developing and developed countries, and 
examining how and why large cities grow together. 
 
 

- Chapter 9 discusses the settlement of developing nations and compares developing 
nations to developed nations. “Prisoners of Geography,” “Land, Debt, Seeds of Wrath 
…the New Peasants’ Revolt,” and “Location, Location: Geography and Economic 
Development” are examples of related chapter articles providing timely information 
related to chapter topics. 

 
 
12. know how cooperation and conflict among people influence the division and control of the 
earth’s surface by describing how cooperation and conflict among people contribute to political, 
economic, and social divisions on the earth’s surface (e.g., the nations of Western Europe have 
joined together in the European Union); and analyzing how differing points of view and self-
interests play a role in conflict over territory and resources. 
 
 

- Chapter 5 focuses on the balance of power between the superpowers, the alliances 
between nations, and the new power-blocs. 

- Chapters 1, 8, 11 and 18 discuss the European Union. 
- Chapter 19 focuses on the Middle East and explores the ongoing conflicts in that 

region 
 
 
13. know how human actions modify the physical environment by analyzing ways that humans 
depend upon, adapt to, and affect the physical environment; and evaluating ways in which 
technology has expanded human capacity to modify the physical environment. 
 



14. know how physical systems affect human systems by comparing and contrasting how 
changes in the physical environment can increase or diminish its capacity to support human 
activity (e.g., the Sahel), identifying and evaluating alternative strategies to respond to 
constraints placed on human systems by the physical environment (e.g., the use of irrigation in 
arid environments), and analyzing how humans perceive and react to natural hazards. 
 
15. know the changes that occur in the meaning, use, location, distribution of, access to, and use 
of resources by analyzing how technology affects the definition of, access to, and use of 
resources; describing why people have different viewpoints with respect to resource use; and 
evaluating policies and programs for resource use and management. 
 
 

- Chapter 14 examines the earth’s resources. Related articles include, “Humans 
Consume More Than Earth Can Replace, Study Says” and “Europe’s Energy Giants.”  

- Chapter 15 focuses on the environment and the impact of humans on the environment. 
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